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4th Annual  

GASOLINE, NAPHTHA & LPG 
CONFERENCE  
Profiting by keeping it light  
November 27, 2019 | Mainport Hotel | Rotterdam, Netherlands 
 

 

Platts is delighted to reveal that the 4th edition of 
the Gasoline, Naphtha and LPG Conference 
returns to Rotterdam this November. 

Designed for Europe’s leading refiners, traders, 
petrochemicals players, storage and logistics 
companies, and regulators and policy makers 
of today, Platts has sourced 25 expert speakers. 

They will gather to analyze the latest 
developmens, challenges and trends at the light 
end of the barrel. 

We hope that you can join them by clearing your 
busy schedule on November 27 to travel to 
Rotterdam, Netherlands to network, learn and 
obtain key insights.  
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Topics to be discussed include: 
 
Spotting the latest trends in the downstream 
market:  Macroeconomic and global oil fundamentals, 
current state of play for European refining and 
evaluating the fortunes of the petrochemicals industry  
 
Dissecting the latest developments, challenges 
and opportunities at the light end of the barrel:  
Latest supply and demand, pricing and inventory levels 
for gasoline, will we see oversupply for naphtha until 
2020 but short after that, and pricing for propane and 
butane, LPG global flows and trade trends  
 
Policy and market developments impacting the 
demand of gasoline, naphtha and LPG:   
Debating how C02 cost is weighing on refining 
margins, are electric vehicles a realistic threat to 
gasoline demand, examining the mid-term effects of 
IMO 2020, and opportunities and challenges for bio 
LPG 
 
Country and regional perspectives: Developments, 
challenges and new opportunities in light ends:  
Examining exports into Europe and Asia from the US, 
latest opportunities for overseas players in Middle 
East, LPG expansion in Africa, and exploring the latest 
market movements for gasoline, naphtha and LPG in 
Asia 
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WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 27TH 2019 
 
08:00  Registration and breakfast  
 
08:50 Chairman’s welcoming remarks  
 
SPOTTING THE LATEST TRENDS IN THE 
DOWNSTREAM MARKET  
 
09:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
 Future of global refining & light ends  

• Current state of global refining market  
• Future competition – who’s at threat?  
• The impact from growing Petchems’ margins?  
• Is investing in chemicals more appealing for 

big oil companies today? 
• Assessing trends in mega-integrated refining 

and petrochemical capacity 
• The future of light ends   

 
Thangapandian Srinivasalu, CEO, Essar Oil UK 
 

10:00 Global crude oil market fundamentals for 
the future of light ends   

• Geopolitics OPEC & non OPEC production   
outlook  

• Oil demand growth is down – what are the  
drivers and how long will it last? 

• Crude supplies & crude price differentials 
 

Helge Andre Martinsen, Senior Oil Analyst, 
DNB Markets  

 
10:30 Oil product markets    

• Analysis on the oil product demand margins  
• What expectation can we make for the future 

of ethane, LPG and naphtha? 
• To what extent will gasoline surge impact 

demand?  
Is the Sustainable Development Scenario 
achievable? 
 
Tae-Yoon Kim, Energy Analyst, IEA 

 
10:30 Refreshment Break  
 
11:00 PANEL SESSION 

Macroeconomics landscape and what it 
means for the dynamics of light ends  

• US trade sanctions for the light ends markets 
and the impact on Venezuela, Iran & Syria 

• Long term gasoline impact due to the closure 
of the Philadelphia refinery 

• Latest on Brexit and the implications for 
refiners and petrochemicals companies in 
Europe 

• Assessing a slowdown in Asian demand and 
capital investments coupled with increase in 
North American and European commerce has 
resulted in large drop in prices of all 
commodities and has slowed down 
international trade  

 
Hari Dattatreya, Global Oil Director, Vopak 
Daniel Martin, Partner, HfW 
David Cherret, Head of Energy Analytics,  
EDF Trading 

 
DISSECTING THE LATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS, CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES AT THE LIGHT END OF 
THE BARREL  
 
11:30 Gasoline: Assessing the latest supply and 

demand, pricing and inventory levels 
regionally and globally 

• The falling demand in gasoline output globally  
• Assessing the relationship between gasoline 

and crude prices  
• Exploring the latest state of play for gasoline 

futures and reasons why  
• Examining the latest storage levels  
• Assessing how China recorded a year-on-year 

decline in its gasoline production in June 2019 
 
Neil Watt, Crude and Refined Products 
Strategist, BB Energy 

 
12:00 Naphtha: Examining the latest on supply 

and demand – will we drown in Naphtha 
long term? 

• Key factors impacting petrochemical naphtha 
demand in Europe and Asia 

• Outlook for refining margins and impact on 
naphtha supply, and future use of naphtha and 
blending in different regions 

• Understand regional naphtha pricing dynamics 
and how much will different demand centers, 
like gasoline, be able to pay for naphtha in the 
future 

• What can producers do to keep naphtha 
margins healthy given petchem feedstock 
competition? 
 
Solomon Lanitis, Commodities Associate, 
S&P Global Platts  
 

12:30 Networking Lunch  
 
13:30 LPG: Latest on pricing for propane and 

butane, supply and demand growth 
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• Global overview and outlook of key LPG 
markets: Petrochemical feedstock, domestic 
distribution and export markets 

• Assessing the impact of declining LPG exports 
out of the Middle East due to crude production 
cuts, sanctions, and the growth of the West-
East arbitrage flow as a result of this 

• Understanding the slide in crude prices and its 
impact on LPG markets 

• How decrease in LPG supply is impacting 
naphtha prices and in return has caused 
European cracker margins to decline  

• Examining national and regional LPG imports 
and exports  
 

14:00 PANEL SESSION 
Light ends: global flows and trade trends  

• Monitoring trade flows, pricing and trends for 
gasoline, naphtha & LPG 

• Examining the rearranging of the LPG trade 
flows as a result of the China-US trade dispute 

• Examining the growing imbalances and the 
need for infrastructure and trade optimization 

• What are the international arbitrage 
opportunities  

• Understanding price action and volatility 
fluctuation 

• How will the global light naphtha surplus be 
resolved? 

• How will availability of relatively cheaper 
propane impact consumption of naphtha in 
Europe and Asia, as well as international 
naphtha trade? 

 
Patrick Kulsen, Managing Director, Insights Global 
Lajos Alacs, Managing Director, Mabanaft 
Tim Smith, Director, MSI 
Alberto Squanquerillo, Supply Manager, 
Sonatrach 
Csaba Zsótér, Supply & Trading Director, MOL 
Group  

 
COUNTRY AND REGIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES: DEVELOPMENTS, 
CHALLENGES AND NEW 
OPPORTUNITIES IN LIGHT ENDS  
 
14:30 USA snapshot 

• Examining LPG exports, particularly in the 
context of potentially increased shipments into 
Europe  

• What US refinery utilization rates will we see in 
future, will crude exports impact naphtha 
balances and what is the outlook for naphtha 
reforming margins?  

• Is US shale oil and NGL output to continue to 
grow? 

• If US shale falters who will pick up the supply 
shortfall? 
 

15:00  Middle East outlook 
• With tension in the Middle East simmering, 

what impact will this have on the gasoline 
trade flow?  

• Examining LPG exports, particularly in the 
context of potentially increased shipments into 
Asia 

• Analyzing the impact of the Duqm refinery for 
future Naphtha trade flows  

 
Kanwar Ratra, CEO, Ultimate Oil & Gas  

 
15:30 Refreshment Break  
 
16:00 Asia outlook 

• With the growing demand for naphtha coming 
from China, India, and Japan, is the Asia-
Pacific region expected to dominate the global 
market? 

• Exploring the rise in the Chinese 
petrochemical industry  

• How much splitter and processing capacity is 
available in China, Japan and Korea?  

• What is the future of LPG exports to Asia? 
• Assessing how China recorded a year-on-year 

decline in its gasoline production in June 2019 
 

16:30 African snapshot 
• The strategical requirements to improve the 

Gasoline infrastructure and storage 
• What are the future projections for gasoline 

trade flows? 
• Growing gasoline via cross boarder 

collaboration, integrated supply chains and 
market liberalization  

• Will there be a further rise in gasoline exports 
from Europe   

• Examining the naphtha trade exports and the 
impact of oversupply  

 
Ewa Abramiuk, Secretary General, Sustainable 
Fuels, Cefic 
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POLICY AND MARKET DEVELOPMENTS 
IMPACTING THE FORTUNES OF 
GASOLINE, NAPHTHA AND LPG 
 
 
17:00 Decarbonisation impact on the light end 

markets 
• Examining the latest on EU carbon tarrif 

policies 
• Exploring the prospects of a carbon price 
• Understanding how a life cycle approach is an 

important tool for future environmental policy 
• How feasible is it for the LPG industry to aim 

for a 100% transition to BioLPG by 2040? 
• Assessing the rise in demand of e-fuel & 

biofuel  
 

Damien  Valderaire, Science Executive, 
Refining, CONCAWE 

 
17:30 Chairman’s concluding remarks and close 

of day one  
 
 
18:00 Networking reception – sponsorship 

available 
Join us immediately after the conference for 
drinks in the exhibition area. 
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