
IHS Maritime June Product Tip of the Month: MDA WatchKeeper 

Maritime Domain Awareness – WatchKeeper (MDAW) - With IHS as its primary data source, 

MDAW is a risk assessment and management tool which applies a customizable, sophisticated 

rule set to automatically determine if a vessel should be of interest.  Constantly monitoring on 

average 120,000 vessels daily worldwide, MDAW assessment parameters include vessel, voyage 

and voyage history, cargo, crew, and ownership.  Evaluation results are displayed with color 

codes (red/yellow/green) and analysis specifics (alerts) are automatically pushed to the user by 

email.  Example monitoring capabilities include EEZ, IUU, Fisheries, Sanctions Enforcement, 

Product Delivery.  

 

 

“SANCTIONS ENFORCEMENT” 

Using MDAW to Verify Vessel Compliance with International Sanctions 

Example:  A MDAW user wants to ensure that a vessel is really as it is represented.  For 

instance, The Tongo-Flagged Tanker “AMIN” (IMO 9422366), home ported in Lome, and with a 

Registered Owner residing in Belize, prepares to make a port call in Baniyas Syria.   

The analyst inserts the IMO number into the MDAW search tool: 

 

MDAW returns vessel/company details revealing that the AMIN is actually controlled by Iran 

Shipping Lines: 

 



 not  

The MDAW user can continue to find out more information about the vessel to include it’s port 

call history, flag history, dimensions and capacities, etc. 

 


