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professional standards. No other warranties expressed or implied are made. Because the reports are 
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programs specializing in marketing research. THE IHS CHEMICAL ECONOMICS HANDBOOK 

Program covers most major chemicals and chemical products produced throughout the world. In 

addition the IHS DIRECTORY OF CHEMICAL PRODUCERS services provide detailed lists of 
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Abstract 

We last looked at capital costs of plant utilities in PEP Report 145B “Offsite Investment Cost Estimation.” 

That report was written in 2006 and was based on information from 2004. Since then capital costs in the 

chemical process industry have nearly doubled. In this review we update the capital costs for four outside 

battery limits (OSBL) utilities: steam generation, cooling water, refrigeration, and inert gas generation. All 

of the capital costs presented in this review were prepared on a US Gulf Coast, fourth-quarter 2013 basis 

(PEP Cost Index = 1,164). 
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